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Embargoed until Thursday, 26th October 2006

New Vice Presidents for National Equine Welfare Council 
The National Equine Welfare Council (NEWC) is delighted to announce the appointment of two new Vice Presidents.  They are Dr Elisabeth Svendsen MBE, Founder & Chief Executive of the Donkey Sanctuary and Lesley Barwise-Munro BSc, BVM&S, CertEP, MRCVS Immediate Past President and Officer of the British Equine Veterinary Association (BEVA).
Vice Presidents give credible and informed support in putting forward NEWC’s aims and objectives to promote particular projects or initiatives helping to raise equine welfare standards nationwide.
Quote from Martin Taggart, Chairman of NEWC:

“The growing influence of NEWC in promoting equine welfare throughout the UK will be greatly enhanced by the appointment of our new Vice Presidents.  In their respective fields, both have shown over a considerable period their dedication towards the wellbeing of horses, ponies, donkeys and mules; their wisdom and experience will greatly help us to secure our objectives.”

Notes to Editors:

1. NEWC produces:

· Code of Practice setting the standard for organisations involved in the keeping of horses, ponies and donkeys.

· Code of Practice for Markets & Sales

· Tethering Code

· Equine Industry Welfare Guidelines Compendium

2. Visit the web site:  www.newc.co.uk 
3. For further information and pictures of Dr Elisabeth Svendsen please contact Dawn Vincent at the Donkey Sanctuary: 01395 573097
4. For further information and pictures of Lesley Barwise-Munro please contact Arabella Michell at BEVA: 01638 723555

