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Statement on Equine Infectious Anaemia

Defra have confirmed that Equine Infectious Anaemia (EIA, also known as Swamp Fever) has been detected in two horses in Wiltshire. Information from Defra can be found here:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/100119a.htm
NEWC would like to reassure its members that these cases represent only a very small threat to other UK horses. This is in part because EIA is transmitted by biting insect vectors rather than directly from horse from horse. Small midges are not capable of spreading the disease and few, if any, larger horse flies will have been able to survive the recent cold snap. 

There is no evidence that either affected horse contracted EIA in the UK. It is thought that both arrived in the country affected by EIA and that this was detected by routine testing. 
Defra have taken swift action to ensure that the two affected horses are humanely destroyed and the premises involved are under movement restrictions. It is hoped and anticipated that these cases will remain as isolated incidents.

Advice to NEWC members is that there is no need to be overly concerned. It would, however, be prudent to read up on the clinical signs of Equine Infectious Anaemia and remain vigilant. More information on EIA can be found here:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/diseases/atoz/eia/index.htm
http://www.bhs.org.uk/Horse_Care/Campaigns/Exotic_diseases/EIA.aspx
NEWC Chairman Nicolas de Brauwere has said “though this outbreak thankfully appears to be effectively isolated the incident is a timely reminder that our equines are at risk of exposure to exotic diseases even in the depths of winter. I urge all our members to be vigilant as our welfare work does put us in direct contact with equines that may be ill and it is vital that we remain alert to the signs and dangers of diseases such as EIA.”  

For more information please contact Defra. The NEWC office will be happy to take any questions but will probably have to refer to Defra in most instances and so we advise our members to use the Defra website and helpline for EIA specific queries.
