Dealing with the abandonment of a horse or pony
Firstly the Animal Welfare Act 2006 confers a Duty of Care on all owners and keepers of animals and prosecution made be taken against an owner or keeper not meeting the needs of an animal.

· If you can, look to see if the equine has a freezemark. If it does, make a note of the mark and contact Farmkey on 0870 870 7107 or Freezemark Ltd on 01295 690090.

· Check www.stolenhorseregister.com and www.ukhorsewatch.org.uk for equines that have been stolen.

· Report the abandonment to the police. Ask for an incident number when you speak to them and keep a note of it for future reference.
  
If the equine is in poor condition or there is any sign of injury, make sure the RSPCA are aware of this. Inspectors may have or discover relevant information.
  
Under the Animal Act 1971, if an animal is abandoned on your land, you are entitled to seize the animal,  When you do this, you are advised that it is your duty to feed and care for it (keep the receipts), call a veterinary surgeon if necessary and also ensure that it is covered under your public liability insurance policy. Just in case!

· If you know the last address of the owner, then send a letter by Recorded Delivery asking her to come and remove the horse and pay the outstanding monies within 14 days. If the letter is returned as undelivered or after the 14 days are up, there is still no sign of the owner, you will need to put up an Abandonment Notice for a minimum of 14 days to notify passers-by that the equine has been abandoned. The notice will state that if the owner does not come forward, the animal may be legally re-homed or sold. To dispose of this animal in strict accordance with the law, it must be sold at public auction to get the best price.

  
Attached is a template of an Abandonment Notice. Fill in the details appropriately, protect the notice from the elements (eg. wrap it in a clear plastic bag) and display it prominently at the gate to the field or yard where the equine has been found. It is not necessary to keep the equine where it was found, or for it to be kept where you display the notice. It can also be useful to put up a card in local tack shops, supermarket and post office or put a notice in the local Free Ads. 

  
Keep copies of all notices that you put up and notes of where you put them and for how long. If the owner does not come forward after the horse has been re-homed, you will need to prove that you followed all procedures correctly and made a significant effort to find the owner of the horse. If you can do this, your actions will be protected by the law.

If the owner does not come forward within the defined period, by law you are able to take legal responsibility for the equine. This allows you to sell, re-home, euthanase or keep the horse or pony. However, the difficulty with acquiring an equine in this way is the absence of their passport, which is a legal requirement and essential if you want to sell the animal or need to have it treated by a vet.  Contact Defra for passport advice.
If the owner does come forward after the animal is sold, you will be expected to hand over the money that you received at auction less any outstanding livery fees and other reasonable expenses that you have kept record of.

Whatever course of action you decide to take, it is imperative to keep records of money spent or received, expenses incurred and actions taken (such as veterinary treatment, vaccinations, worming and so on) for several months afterwards. There will always be the remote possibility that the owner may come forward in the future wishing to reclaim the horse (if the horse has been stolen before it was abandoned, they may have spent months looking for their equine). Here the law becomes even more complex and if an agreement with the owner cannot be reached, you may need to take legal advice to resolve the situation satisfactorily. 
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